Reading Questions

1.  What does Madame Loisel (Mathilde) dream of?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How did M. Loisel expect his wife to react to the invitation to the ball?  How did she react?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why had M. Loisel been saving 400 francs?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Who is Madame Forestier?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What does Mathilde borrow from Madame Forestier? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What did Mathilde realize when she got home from the ball?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Did M. and Madame Loisel try to find the necklace?  What did they do?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Did Madame Forestier recognize Madame Loisel when they met in the Champs-Elysees?  Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  What was Madame Forestier’s reaction when the necklace was returned?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Thinking Questions …
Why was Mathilde unhappy with her life at the opening of the story?  Why is the first line important? “The girl was one of those pretty and charming young creatures who sometimes are born, as if by a slip of fate, into a family of clerks…”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think Madame Loisel enjoyed the ball?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think M. Loisel was content with his life before the ball took place?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

